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W a s h i n g to n , D . C . Ra i s i ng  ma l l a r d  ducks  i 3  a n  in -  

d u s try wh i ck  s h ou l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  a s  ex tens ive ly  a s  poss ib l e . i n  o r de r  to . 
N  
E  s u p p l e m e n t th e  d ec r e as i n g  n a tu ra l  s upp l y  o f g a m e , acco r d i n g  to  a  bu l l e t i n  
w  
S  recent ly  p ub l i s h ed  b y  th e  Un i t ed  S ta te s  D e p a r tm e n t o f Ag r icu l tu re .  T h e  

B  e a s e  w i th  wh i c h  th e  ma l l a r d  c a n  b e  b r e d  m a k e s  it th e  b e e t spec i es  fo r  
R  
I w i l d  d uck  fa rm i n g , a n d  its b e a u ty, popu la r i ty ,  ha rd i ness ,  a d a p tab i l i ty  
E  
F  a n d  fecund i t y  fit it a s  n o  o th e r  d uck  is, fitte d . to  b e  th e  g a m e  duck  o f 

th e  fu tu re .  

(Ed i to rs: -  T h e  a d d i tio n a l  d e ta i l e  b e l o w  a r e  fo r  pub l i ca t i ons  
des i r i ng  m o r e  par t icu la rs. )  
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O n ly o n e - te n th  o f th e  fo o d  o f ma l l a r d  ducks  is de r i v ed  f r om th e  a n ima l  

k i n g d o m  a n d  a b o u t n i ne - ten ths  f r om th e  v e g e ta b l e , a cco r d i n g  to  th e  bu l l e t i n  

wh i c h  i e  a  repo r t  o f a  s tudy  o f th e  n a tu ra l  fo e ;. 4  h a b i ts o f th i s  v a l u ab l e  g a m e  

b i rd .  T h e , s tudy  was  m a d e  to  ass ist  th o s e  w h o  a r e  p r o p a g a tin g  ma l l a r ds  i n  a  

s e m i d o m e s t icated cond i t i on ,  to  p r ov i d e  p r o pe r  fe e d  fo r  th e m , a n d  to  e n a b l e  

th e  i m p r o v e m e n t o f b o d i e s  o f'w a te r  a n d  m a r s h e @  as  fe e d i n g  g r o u n d s  fo r  w i l d  

ducks .  It w a 8  fo u n d  th a t they - f eed  m o s tly o n  th e  s e d g e s , w a te r  g rass,  B m a r t- 

w e e d s , p o n d w e e d a , d u c k w e e d s , c o o n tai l ,  a n d  o th e r  s e m i a q u a tic p l a n ts. In  th e  

s t omach  o f o n e  ma l l a r d  was  fo u n d  1 0 2 ,4 0 0  s e eds  o f p r im r oae  wi l low.  They  a l so  

fe e d  s o m e  o n  w a te r  b e e tles,  b u g s , a n +  d r a g o n fl ies. 

T h e  bu l le t in ,  n u m b e r  7 2 0 , a l e o  d i scusses  th e  fo o d  h a b i ts o f th e  dusky  o r  

b l ack  d uck  a n d  th e  s o u th e r n  b l ack  d uck  wh i c h  a r e  c lose ly  r e l a ted  to  th e  ma l l a rc ,  

th o u g h  n o t a B  impor tan t .  
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